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Heraclicus Ridens : 


A Dialogue between 


AT 
Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Cucldayp, July the rith. 1682. 


Toi. HE Caufe, you fee, is at a fland, 
and its Patrons in a Quandary; 
prethee let it alone. in the general, 
and tell me what do you think of 

that Book call’d tbe fhort Account of the Life of Ju- 
lian the Apoftate ? Vie affure you the Pen-man was 
employed by fome more than ordinary Perfons, 
and had fore body alfo to fupervife ic; and they 
fay that che Authors Chuckles are reliev’d, and he 
rides upon his Book ftrutting like a Buoy upon the 
top of an Anchor, dirccting to what lies at the 
bottom. 

Earn. 1 think the Author of that Book is a 
greater Apoftate than Fulian himfelf; for he apo- 
ttatized by education and choice,this is urg’d to it 
by Neccflity; which Necellity he has created to 
himfelf, only becaufe he would not trult Gods 
Providence in a bad Air. ; 

Jet. But really, if the view of the times would 
permit me to bein. earneit at all, and I were not a- 
fraid that al! things were in jeit, [ would prefs you 
(as 1 would a Conttable in the fuppreflicn of a 
Conventicle } to give me a direét anfwer to my 
0. ( for this is no intrenchment upon the 

roperty of wife-men) and tell me without any 
cunning {hrag,without {peaking (like a Whig with 
your head and {houlders, what your thoughts are 
of this Epitome of fubverfion of our Monarchy, 
fo ftrutted over, like a Tukey-Ccck, by the Au- 
thor, and gobl’d up by all the Brood, that love it 
fo wall that they never feem to be full of it ? 

Earn. Why, really ’tis a filly Book excepting 
its accommodation to a populir humour now run- 
ning: Bot fit enough either for Knaves or Fools, 
all chateither lead, or follow, who aé& from no 
Principles, or an implicit Faith. 

Feft. But you feem now tointrench upon my 
Priviledge, and talk only in {Corn and contempt 
aud ; roperty will not be quietly invaded, there- 
fore, pray, let me have your thoughts of the 
Book, tilt an Anfwer is fee forth to it by him 
whcin the Author has fo apparently challenged in 
his writing, and fince contirmed it by word of 
mouth. . 

Earn. Why, fince you are fo prefling, and be- 
caufe ferious matrer may be wrap’d in a Jeft, asa 
Child is in Swadling-clouts, and both laid in a 
Church Porch; I will, to fatistie your wonder- 
ful curiofity, give you as brief an account as I can 
of what feems at prefent to be fo great a Diana to 
the Epbefians. But 1 will have priviledge to in- 
trench upon your work in this particular, becaufe 
] would, by fimilitude, be acceptable to you, and 
do itin a {tile that may be fuitable to the Author, 
and fized to the juft wit of thofe into whom he 
detigns fallacioufly to infinuate. 


Feft. Wellthen, go on at- what rate you pleafe. 

Earn. The Author being fuppofed to be weary of his 
firaitned confinement here, would willingly be rid of a 
difcontented life; he, having a mind far above his 
condition or defert, is greedy of room wherein his 
great Soul may expatiate ; but, yet, that he may 
not live alone, endeavours to gain company in his 
travel. And finding a mutiny in his own breait, is re- 
folv’d co difturb the peace of other men, fince he never 
yet enjoy’d his own; that there may be fome fimilitude, 
the foundation of Love, and a kind of Union, though 
it bein Confpiracy, Sothat the manis fulf of malice and 
jill mature, and feems now to have adventured fo far, 
that he dares nor look back to the place from whence he 
firft fet forth. His head he doesnot much value, becaufe 
it is neither ufeful tothe World or himfelf ; and indeed 
is fit for nothing elfe bat to be fhoe away when a party 
fhall want other Bullets. Certain itis, that in this Book 
he has endeavoured to bring ona prefent evil, which is 
fure and incurable, to avoid one that may never come, 
and is willing to make Confiaatiue miferable for fear that 
Julian may fucceed. Contrary to all Philofophy in the 
world that ufes Arguments agzin{t the anticipation of mif- 
chiefs, though the forefight were fure and infallible. Buc 
if his R. H. fhould chance to die, or living, declarehim- 
felfa Protefiant, what would become of Julian and his 
Apoftates? They could por have one cloud to cover them, 
but what w mmiediately fall upon their heads, when 
there remained nothing to fhelter them from the form: 
The Vifors then would prefenrly fall off, and the Whigs 
could not have an Bvidence cicher to clear themfelves, 
or prove their Tseafons upon other men. Butta come 
to our Friend Fulian again, and leave the reft to fupport 
themfelves by betcer tricks and devices than any are 
within the compafs of this Aurkor; He only ftrikes in 
with the Gang, for his better maintenance, hoping either 
to have a fhare eutof the Common Stock, or that one or 
other (though he cannot cell who ) may have a nexc 
Advowion that he refolves co give, notwithitanding the 
Caufe has been fo chargeable. 


Feft. So thac the grumbling in his Guts has been the 
Caufe of thatinhis Gizzard ,; which brought thar We- 
{tern Speech into his mind, Chad eat Chee(e an chad it. 

Earn. By that, among other things, the Author be- 
came difcovered. He knew he had been a long time 
( ever fince there was occafion that Knavery fhould be 
unfafhiogable ) like a blown Deer, avoided even by his 
own Herd. And now to rendér himfelf excufable for 
thofe many prattles chat fome mem have heard; he 
thinks it beft to glory in what he cannot avoid, to banifh 
modefty by refolving not to blufh at any fhame, and make 
that co become his choice which others know is che jaft 
punifhmentof his confidence and ill nature, and the fe- 


. quel only of his premeditated feditious Principles: But 


really “tis fo a managed, that ‘cis eafily confured, if a 
man could but find where to begin, If he wrore this 
to evidence his parts, that they who have the Govern- 
ment, being afraid of him, might bribe him to hold his 
tongue, that, by by his filence, they might cfcape the 
danger ; I doubt this method ( having hicherto had bus 
indifferent fuccefs ) is almoft laid afide ; fo chat what 
preferment he gers by this Book ( to borrow his old 
worm-caten Expreffions ) he may put in his Eye ; and 
the money fhe receives from him chat fels it ¢1f he has 
any to give )is gaining over che left fhoulder, 

Feft. 1 have often ( if I know the man ) taken him 
for one whom The Hag rides; his looks betray his awk- 
ward difpofitions, and you may read a Diabolical malice 
in his countenance, I wonder, having fo excellent a 


a thape 





a thapd alféady fitted co their defign, they had not made 
ufe of him for a Devil tothe Pope; byt chofe a Chimney- 
fweeper to fupply that part, when a liccle Lamp-black 
would have accomplifhed him, but that it would have 
made him too much in love with himfelf, But enough of 
the Author, Now for an account of his wife Work. 

Earn. ’Tis bur diftinguifhing betwixt the Succeffor and 
* the Papift, and his Book is above half anfwered. For 
cannot any one declare fora jult defcent of a lawful 
inheritance, of what he poffefles by a crue Title, bur that 
he muft with the fame breath juftifie all the Errors and 
Vices of his Heir. Letrhis Author confider firft whar ic 
isto difturb or break of fuch a Line of Succeffion as is 
indubitably right, in fuch an hereditary and great Mo- 
narchy, and what confufions muft of neceifity be intro- 
duced, when Civil Wars fhall be intaiied upon Pofteri- 
ty, co the unfpeakdble weakning if not fubverfion of our 
Monatchy ; before he adventures to f€c Lancafter dgainft, 


Tork, or by pleading fome dubious Tirles of Queens, * 


to fet up againft a ferled Succetfion, thar for fome Getie- 
fations has been unqueftioned by apy, but chofe thar were 
Publick Rebels : Nay, before he Wwifhes for 4 fhare in the 
fcramble, let him think how hazardous and full of mifchief 
the (cramble maft be? And not fet Hugh Ff eters for an 
example, till he can make a Comedy with 4 Butchers wife, 
and bear his part in an Halrer-Tragedy. | Let him go and 
be Chaplain to the Prince of Whigland,that chey may bork 
be in their dwn Countrey and no longer flay to bea di- 
turbance co ours, by barking and fnapping, till we are fer 
together by the Ears. What a ftrange confequence muft 
it needs be to any that underttands the {tate of the Ko- 
man Empire in Fulisns time, and is able to compare it 
with the fertlement of our Crown at home, to draw an ar- 
ument from one to the other? Or to infer from fuch an 
eftablifiment by Law, where Laws were made by arbi- 
trary Edidts, to fuch eftablifhments as are nor in the power 
of any fingle Perfon ro diflolve them; We were beft to 
thake Kings by an Army (as the Roman Emiperours were 
commonly eftablified ) or deliver our Succeffion into the 
hands of the Rabble and come co a Pole for him chat fhall 
poffels the Throne. Indeed, this man is full of inednfe- 
quence throughout his Book; nay, valiantly proves a ge- 
neral Propofition from a large induétioti of two particu- 
lars, when a hundred may be given to the cotitrary ; This 
will not overthrow the Thebean Legion, though the con- 
ceit of the fifth Monarchy-men were true, and one might 
chafe a choufand ; Muft it prove an univerfal pradtice of 
the Chriftians, to refift their Prince by force and violence, 
and exclude his lawful Succeffor from his right, becaufe 
an old Bifhop and an old Woman were once tefty againft 
Julian ? No more than it proves the Church of England 
to be of the fame Opinion with this worthy Author, be- 
caufe he has wrote this malicious Book whillt he pretends 
to be of irs Communion : Or that Epifcopacy in Stotland 
isa precarious and unferled conftitution, and that ic may 
be lawful co brain the Bifh psthere, becaufe once upon a 
time, an old Woman of Edenbourgh threw her Cricket at 
the Bifhops head.. Many inftances ( I doubt for ) will be 
produced againft the undercakings of this Man, and then 
the (wol’n Projeftor will be quite blown. up: Nay, I have 
heard fotme learnéd men admire that the Seribler would 
prefume to write this Book without gaining general ac- 
count of thofe Authors. whofe particular fayings he relates 
to the People (like proofs againft Epifcopacy out of St. 
Cyprian ) accommodating them to his bafe defigns, without 
his own knowledg of the reference of one part to another, 
any coherence bewixt antecedent and fubfequent Expref- 
fions, or the ftanding Opinion of any Author which he 

réfumes to Quote. Had he but confulted him that puc 
him@ele to charge to breed him,he could have fhewed him 
more Loyalty in his little finger than the Perifioner can 
find in his whole joins. Buc it is not unufual for fome 
me to lift againft the Government, when they have no 
hope of preferment from it; at leaft motfo much as their 
own thoughts conclude them to deferve... Alas! If the 
maa would have wriccen a Book to ferve his defign amongft 
underftanding men: He fhould have proved that the Roman 
Empire was hereditary, like ours , and that che Army 
did not commonly chufe, or at leaft confirth’ thofe chat 
had it, That the Emperours Edi&s were not Laws, That 
thefe Laws might nor be refcinded by fucceeding Empe- 
rours. Nay, chat Chriftianity was f eftablithed, by the 


Laws of tlfe Empire, that there was no toleration for ¢ 
ther Religions. And that Fulian did not abrogate thofe 
Laws in favour of Chriilianity, made by his Predeceflors, 
Sey he publifhed an Edict chacevery man mighc worlhip 

of im that way which he thought beft, Ammian Marcel. +433 


“HE ought farther to have produced his evidence to prove 


thar che body of Chriftians, or any great numbers of them 
did at any time refift the Emperors,or were in a@tual Arms 
agaiift chem on the fcore of their Religion, or refuled to 
Obey any of their Cownmands, publifhed in chéir Edi&s : 
when the Chriftian Religion did not plainly forbid 
them ? Laftly; Suppofing che Empire was heredicary, he 
ougtit co have piverrus fome exampie of the Chriftians ex 
cludifig ady Succelfoz becaufe he was of a different Reli- 
gion from tiemielves ; Nay, let him fhew the example of 
aChriftiaa Emperor (allowing evenan dryiin tobe fuch) 
when the Government was hereditary, and it was nor in 
his abfoluce and fole power to nominate and approve the 
Perfon , excluding his Succeffor becaufé he was of a diffe- 
renc Religion from himfelt. Thefe and feveral other things 
muft be made clear, if this Author itiends to take good 
his defigu. Nay, he muft convince the wife world too, 
that Gregories Inve@ives are certain Hiftory, which he can 
No more prove, than chat all che glorious Praifes in 4 Pa- 
negyrick are precifely tru¢ ; that all the pleaditigs of Law- 
yers, 10 behalf of their Clients, when chey retle& upon 
their Adverfariés, contain nothing but éxaé& Law ; of chat 
all which is faid at the Bars of #¢/tminfter mutt afterwards 
be made Records: Nay, indeed this Author ingenuoully 
confefles (pag. 63.) that the Chriftians Tongues Were un. 
fetter’d at this time, and the great facility of compounding 
Greek words had lavifhly bettowed reptoachful and igno- 
minious Titles upon Fulian: Nazianzen wrote after Fulians 
death, and therefore we may allow him the greater liber. 
ry, to talk much on the lofers fide, 2nd co blacken a bad 
Exainple to Pofterity, thar other Emperors might not 
tread in his fteps. Buc our prefent Author is a bolder mans 
who briskly adventures to abufe Princes while they are 
living , and “ris well they prove not Zuwians tohim. But 


‘his Motto feems to be 


Aude aliquid brevibus Gyaris & carcere dignnm 
Sé vis effe Aliquis 


Yer to gratifie our Author , at leaft in fomething, ¥ 
will allow 74lianto have been as bad as he can make 
him, thatis, as envious and bafe an Apoftate as him- 
felf. One that armed the Rabble againft the Chriftians, 
though he had not an opportunity to make Laws a- 
gainit them,. becaufe his intentions were fruftraced 
by his death: And yer, upon fecond thoughts, I cannot 
but think he would have found a little time to have done 
that, had the Chriftians been fo troublefome as this Aus 
thor makes them, and yet never have hindred his jour- 
ney into Perfz. The ceuth is, our Author feems to be 
enamoured of the pi€ure he has here drawn, and loves 
Julian, though ac prefenc he may diflemble his affeétion ; 
For, as. far_as he is able, he treads in fleps, and would 
willingly expofe the Government to fuch Reformers as 
{sigs abandon’d the Chriftians to, and do all things by 
urry and commotion, with fuch haft as he wrote his 
Book, or at leaft another ‘man might have done it, thac 
could have entertained fo barbarous aDefign. Bat (God 
be thanked ) fuch curs’d Cows have but fhore horus : To 
conclude playing with this Author, who hardly deferves 
better, though more fevere Earneft; Little more is 
fitting to be faid,bur that Book has vented thethe malice of 
Author,the which he hath fuck’d out of fome Tans of Cof- 
fee, and having drawn down Hiflory by fips,has here again 
difgorg’d himfelf, and if this Vomit does not cleanfe him, 
he has nothing elfe to do but to lie down and die. For 
the Church of England, (1 hope ) without his repen- 
tance; will never apply Phyfick ‘to ‘him, it being fufficiefc 
reafon ( if his incouragers fhould at any titne prefent hith 
to a Living ) for any Bifhop:. to. deny him Inftiwrion; 
and if he bring his Quare impedit, let them plead his, Book 
as a fufficiene caufe of hinderance, thata man may not live 
by a Churches Breafts, who’ endeavours to’prey upon hier 
very Bowels. 
Jefts I never had, before, fufficient paci¢nce ‘to hear 
fuch a long Speech as this 3 but fince ic was in anfwer to 
tite Own defire, [ thank you for your pains. 
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